
Frequently Asked Questions 
 

Q:  Who can apply for one of your scholarships? 
A:  We welcome applications for consideration from: 

• Applicants who are a member of a Southern Baptist church and are 
preparing for Baptist missions service or vocations. 

• Children of missionaries currently serving through the SBC sending 
agencies, IMB or NAMB.  

• Current IMB or NAMB missionaries. 
 

Q:  I am a member of a different denomination pursuing a Christian vocation. 
May I apply? 

A: No, we are sorry, but we are unable to consider individuals that do not have 
an immediate Baptist connection. 

 
Q: Do you require verification of IMB/NAMB service? 
A: Yes. Applicants are asked to submit a verification form (found on our 

website) of either their, or their parents, current service through IMB or 
NAMB. 

 
Q: Are your scholarships available to men and women? 
A: Yes! We welcome applications from both men and women. 
 
Q:  I received a scholarship for the most recent academic year. Do I need to 

reapply to be considered for the upcoming school year? 
A: Yes. WMU and WMU Foundation Scholarships are not automatically 

renewed. You must submit a new application and references each year to 
be considered for a scholarship for the next academic year. 

 
Q: I don’t know anyone involved in WMU that I can ask to be my endorser. 

How can I find one? 
A: If you need to connect to a WMU leader in your state, please visit the State 

WMU Offices webpage (https://wmu.com/about-wmu/state-office-
contacts/) for your state’s WMU contact information. If you live overseas 
please contact the WMU Foundation for assistance 
(scholarships@wmu.org).  

 
Q: Is this scholarship only available to use for tuition? 
A: No, the scholarships we award can be used for the purpose of paying for all 

charges related to your enrollment at your institution. These charges may 
include tuition, course/lab fees, books, room/board or meal plans.  Our 
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scholarships may not be used to cover housing expenses if a student 
chooses to live in non-college/university provided off-campus housing. 

 
Q: My parents/I serve in a secure location. I am concerned that their/my 

security will be compromised if I apply for one of your scholarships. 
A: If you or your parents serve in a secure location, please contact the WMU 

Foundation (scholarships@wmu.org) and we will provide you with the 
application and endorsement forms you can use to ensure that your 
security is not compromised in any way. 

 
Q: I am homeschooled. Can my parent serve as my academic endorser? 
A: We appreciate that many families choose to homeschool their children 

either directly or through a homeschool co-op. If your parent is your 
primary instructor, then please have them indicate that on the academic 
endorsement. If there is a non-relative adult who helps to teach your 
homeschool co-op, please consider having that person supply your 
academic endorsement. 

 
Q: Will you let me know when my references submit their endorsements? 
A: No, we are sorry. Due to our small staff, the large number of applications 

received, and limited resources, we are unable to notify applicants when 
their references submit their endorsements. We strongly encourage you to 
stay in touch with your references and follow up with them personally to 
ensure they have their endorsements submitted by the December 31 
deadline. 

 
Q: Can your scholarship be used to fund a gap year? 
A: No, we are sorry. We are unable to award scholarships to fund the pursuit 

of a gap year. 
 
Q: Can the scholarship funds be paid directly to me? 
A: No, we are sorry. Our scholarships must be paid directly to the institution of 

higher learning. Due to our scholarship endowment guidelines, we do not 
allow unused funds to be disbursed to the scholarship recipient. Any 
unused funds must be returned by your institution to the WMU 
Foundation. 

 
Q: I am not enrolling in a degree seeking program. Would I be eligible for a 

scholarship to fund the courses I plan to take. 
A: No, we are sorry, but you would not be eligible. Most of our scholarships 

are only available to students enrolled in a degree-seeking program at an 
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accredited institution that is assigned a Federal School Code by the U.S. 
Department of Education. 

 
Q: I am going to be attending a college/university/seminary overseas. Can I 

apply for a scholarship? 
A: Please contact the WMU Foundation (scholarships@wmu.org) directly to 

discuss if your college/university/seminary qualifies. 
 
Q: If I transfer mid-year is my scholarship transferable? 
A: No, we are sorry, but scholarship funds are not transferable between 

college/universities/seminaries. Any unused funds must be returned to the 
WMU Foundation by the institution that initially received the funds. 
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